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Since its founding four years ago, the Gaithersburg Book Festival has
become one of Maryland's premier one-day literary events. Last year,
over 17,000 people attended. Over a hundred authors -- from first-timers
to best-sellers -- are scheduled on this year’s program, which will be
covered live by C-SPAN. MWA member and long-time radio journalist
Larry Matthews talks with Gaithersburg City Councilman Jud Ashman,
who came up with the idea for the festival and who chairs the committee
that puts it together every year.
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Chapters
The Annapolis Chapter meets the third
Wednesday of every month at 6:30 p.m. in
Room 205 of Maryland Hall for the Creative
Arts, Constitution & Greenfield Streets,
Annapolis. www.annapolismwa.wordpress.com

The Baltimore Chapter meets on the fourth
Monday of every month (except December) at
7:00 p.m. at Ukazoo Books in Dulaney Plaza, on
Dulaney Valley Road, Towson.
www.mwabaltimore.org

The Carroll County Chapter meets on the
second Saturday of every other month at the
Westminster Library, 50 E. Main Street,
Westminster.
www.carrollcountymwa.org

The Howard County Chapter meets on the
third Thursday of every month (except
November and December) at 7:00pm at Sunrise
Senior Living, 6500 Freetown Road, Columbia.
www.mwahocowriters.com

The Montgomery County Chapter meets on
alternating first Saturdays and second
Wednesdays of every month in Room 136 of
the Montgomery College Physical Education
Building, 51 Mannakee Street, Rockville.
www.mwamontgomery.com

The St. Mary's County Chapter meets on the
first Thursdays of every month in Meeting Room
A of the Lexington Park Library, 21677 FDR
Blvd., Lexington Park.
stmaryscountymwa.wordpress.com

MWA Board
Public meetings of the MWA Board are held
quarterly. Dates, times, and locations of MWA
Board meetings are posted in advance on
Keyboard in Hand, the Announcements list, and
on Facebook.

an Interview with Gaithersburg City Councilman Jud Ashman

THE ART, BUSINESS, AND CRAFT OF WRITING

Spring marks the beginning of
the Book Festival season, a
time, like the beginning of the
baseball season, when all
things are possible and, for
writers, there’s the scent of a
best seller in the air. Book
festivals offer authors an
opportunity to talk about their
books, meet readers, and make
sales.
Larry Matthews: What is your
elevator pitch for the
Gaithersburg Book Festival?
Jud Ashman: We’re trying to
put together a fantastic cultural
opportunity for the residents of
Gaithersburg, Montgomery
County, and people all over the
region. We are trying to provide
a community service.
Most book festivals are
organized primarily to sell
books. Usually, there’s some
bookstore in the background.
We want to inspire people to
read.

LM: How do you choose your
authors?
JA: We have an author
subcommittee, a group of five
people, that gets together to
identify wish-list authors. We
sent out invitations starting
around November. These
invitations are focused on
authors who we think are going
to be a big draw to build the
program around.
Then we have applying
authors. We put out an author
application on our website in
the Fall and this year we had
more than a hundred authors
fill out an application to be part
of our festival.
LM: What advice do you have
for authors who want to be part
of your program next year?
What are you looking for?
Ashman: First and foremost,
we’re looking for quality. It
doesn’t matter if you’re a

continued on next page

All meetings are listed in the Events
Calendar on Keyboard in Hand, the MWA

newsblog, at marylandwriters.wordpress.com



vol 26, no 2 • Spring 2013

Maryland Writers' Association
PO Box 41671

Baltimore, MD 21203
marylandwriters.org

Editor: Paul Lagasse
Proofreaders: Jill Earl, Beth Rubin
Contributors: Jan Bowman, Amy Kaplan,
Cathy Leaycraft, Larry Matthews, Alix
Moore, Mike Murphy, Carolee Noury,
Neal Patterson, Stephen Pohl, Kat Spitzer,
Sue Ellen Thompson, Paula Walker, E.B.
Wexler.

MWA Officers, 2012-14

Elected Positions

President: Paul Lagasse
Vice President: Carolee Noury
Secretary: Eileen McIntyre
Treasurer: Vacant
Program Chair: Louise Harris
Membership Chair: Bryan England
Communications Chair: Steve Berberich
Conference Chair: Vacant
Publications Chair: David Joyner
Development Chair: John Dentico
Member at Large: Ally E. Peltier

Appointed Positions

Editor, Pen in Hand: Paul Lagasse
Critique Group Coordinator: Barbara Diehl
Contest Coordinator: Louise Harris
Teen Writers' Clubs Coordinator: Diane Booth
MWA Books: Ally E. Peltier, Gary Lester
Webmaster: Carl Rauscher

Chapter Presidents
Annapolis: Rolf Renner
Baltimore: Fernando Quijano III
Carroll County: Regina Sokas
Howard County: Glen Spangler
Montgomery County: Alix Moore
St. Mary's County: Nancy Smay

Submissions
Pen in Hand accepts submissions from
MWA members. Feature stories and fiction:
300-400 words. Poetry: up to 100 words.
Authors retain all rights except first
publication. Query for guidelines and
editorial calendar: Paul Lagasse,
peninhand@marylandwriters.org.

PEN IN HAND
Jud Ashman Interview, cont'd.
known author or not. If it’s a
quality book, you’re going to
have a pretty good chance. The
first criterion is quality, then it
comes down to where the gaps
are in our program. I would
advise anyone who’s interested
to apply.
LM: And there
are opportunities
for authors to
sell their own
books?
JA: Yes, there’s
a writer's tent.
For a small fee
authors get a
table for the
entire day and
get to talk to
attendees and
sell their books.

# # #

The 2013 Gaithersburg Book
Festival is Saturday, May 18,
from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. at
the Gaithersburg City Hall
Grounds. Applications to
participate as an author for this

year's event have closed, but
you can see the schedule and
find out how you can be a
volunteer by visiting
www.gaithersburgbookfestival.org.

Larry Matthews is a former
broadcast
journalist whose
thirty-plus years
as a reporter,
anchor, news
director,
producer and
editor provide the
background
material for many
of his books. His
Dave Haggard
thriller series is
about a radio
reporter with a
taste for
investigative
journalism. He is

the author of five novels and one
memoir. He will be a featured
author at the Gaithersburg Book
Festival on Saturday morning,
May 18th and will be helping to
staff the festival the rest of the
day.
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CRAFT
THE ART, BUSINESS, AND
CRAFT OF WRITING

MWANovel and Short Story Contests

MWA's popular Novel and Short Story contests
have been postponed so that we can retool them
to provide a richer and more rewarding
experience for everyone involved -- entrants,
winners, judges, and contest volunteers alike.

Thank you for your patience and support!



I wasn’t yet a member of MWA at the time I received an e-
mail announcement about a write-in at the Creative Alliance,
a robust arts collective in East Baltimore. I was scared to go;
I had been receiving e-mails from the Baltimore chapter and
attending occasional meetings to get my feet wet, but I
didn't consider myself to be really a writer yet. It didn’t
matter how many pages I’d written. I was still in hiding.
But I went. There were six of us there, five of whom had
laptops. I had brought with me a spiral notebook and two
stacks of paper: critiques from my writing group of two
different editions of the prologue from my memoir. (Aren’t
you supposed to write a book, then write a prologue? It
didn’t matter; as I wasn’t really a "writer" yet, I didn’t have to
follow convention.)
One stack was my original submission, the first I’d ever
submitted to the group. The feedback was so confusing --
half of the people in the group had declared a line “the best
line in the piece,” while the other half had crossed it out.
Apparently I took what everyone had said to heart, though,
because the feedback on my second submission was
uniformly consistent: "You lost your voice. I don’t hear you in
here anymore."
At the Baltimore chapter write-in, I sat in silence. I felt like an
Amish person in Silicon Valley as I watched everyone boot

up their laptops while I opened up my notebook and rifled
randomly through the pages. I felt nervous, I felt intimidated,
I felt like I should know what to write. I began to think that I
shouldn’t have come.
Immediately after that thought left, however, inspiration hit
me. I started writing in my notebook, taking the same story
from my prologue, but jumping into it in the middle, using
more of a narrative style. I kept going and going.
Occasionally I would look through the markups, but I was
beyond revising the work; I was recreating it, or, perhaps,
creating my real prologue for the first time.
My writing group went nuts when I submitted the new
version. The feedback I got this time was, “You reined in
your emotion, but kept your voice. I want to read this book
now. You nailed it. ”
Never underestimate the power of sitting in silence in a room
full of writers. There’s magic in there.

# # #
E. B. Wexler is an MWA member and past secretary of the
Baltimore chapter. She writes creative nonfiction, and
supports this habit by working as a clinical social worker. She
recently purchased her first laptop and now proudly writes in
many public places.

My First Write-In: or, How MWA Jump-Started My Book

by E.B. Wexler
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Whose Story is This?
by Jan Bowman

CRAFT

At a writers' conference a few years ago, I gave a reading
from a fiction piece in which a first-person narrator describes
the complex layers of anguish and hope she experienced in
the face of her breast cancer diagnosis. Even though I had
prefaced the reading by mentioning that the story was
fiction, after the reading a woman from the audience
followed me into the ladies room, and as I was combing my
hair, she stared at my breasts and said, "Wow. I've got to
know -- which one did you lose? Because I sure can't tell."
I explained -- again -- that the story was fiction that relied on
a first-person narrator, based on observations of the
experiences of family and friends. But as she left the
restroom, she said, "Well, I really don't believe you."
Which is to say that writers have many options open to them
when they write. It helps to think carefully about whether the
character who initially wants to tell a particular story is really
the best character to do so.
I have rewritten stories using different points of view trying to
answer the question, "Whose story is this?" The person who
tells a particular story has an impact upon the readers'
response to that story. Sometimes a story is better told by

someone viewing it from the inside, while other times it is
more powerful if it is viewed from the perspective of
someone who doesn't have as much at stake in the
outcome. Perhaps a story seeks to reinforce the intimacy
between a character and the readers.
Just because fiction writers use first person, readers should
not assume they are telling their personal truths. They may
be telling a truth, but it doesn't mean that they've lived it. It
does suggest, however, that they've thought of it with
compassion so that they can bring it to readers to consider.

# # #
Jan Bowman's work has appeared in Roanoke Review, Big
Muddy, Broadkill Review, Trajectory, Third Wednesday, and
other periodicals. She won the 2011 Roanoke Review Prize
for Fiction. Glimmer Train nominated a story as an Honorable
Mention in the November 2012 Short Story Award for New
Writers. Her stories have been nominated for Pushcart
Prizes, O'Henry Awards, and Best American Short Stories.
Learn more at www.janbowmanwriter.com and
janbowmanwriter.blogspot.com.
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BUSINESS

My favorite part of serving as the president of
MWA is having the chance to explain what the
organization is and what it does. In the past few
months, I've shared MWA's mission with
journalists, grantmakers, editors, attorneys,
writers' groups, and lone scriveners searching for
kindred spirits.
A question I am frequently asked in these
conversations is, "What is your vision for the
MWA?" Until recently, I found it challenging to
answer the question succinctly because MWA is
really many things to many people.
Then, I discussed it with Austin Camacho, the
popular mystery and thriller author and himself a
past president of MWA. He said that when he was
asked that question, he used to answer it this way:
"MWA serves aspiring, emerging, and established
writers."
Yes, that's it exactly! With thanks to Austin, here
are just some of the ways MWA helps its members
who are aspiring, emerging. and established
writers:
For aspiring writers, MWA offers inspiration.
Whether you attend a meeting at any one of our six
chapters, participate in a critique group, volunteer
with a Teen Writers' Club, or attend the Maryland
Writers' Conference, you will rub shoulders with
successul and famous authors -- all of whom were
once where you are now, and who can give you
the advice, support, and encouragement you need
to get there, too.
For emerging writers, MWA offers exposure.
Speak at a chapter meeting. Read at an open mic.
Volunteer at an MWA booth at a literary festival,
and get first-hand experience in how to
successfully promote yourself, gain recognition for
your work, and find those elusive agents, editors,
and readers.
For established writers, MWA offers clout.
Writers who display their MWA membership on
their résumés and LinkedIn profiles show that they
are part of something bigger, that they care about
the writing community to which they belong. It's a
mark of respect for fellow writers.
Let me know how you think MWA can better serve
aspiring, emerging, and established writers -- drop
me a line at president@marylandwriters.org.

President's Message
by Paul Lagasse, MWA President 2012-2014

Howard County Chapter
by Amy Kaplan, Chapter Secretary

The Howard
County
Chapter kicked
off 2013 with
children's
author Pamela
Love. She
discussed
submitting to
children's
magazines,
picture book publishers, and
her writing philosophy.
"Our ideas for what we write
begin like firefly eggs," Love
has written. "Something
glowing wonderfully, but hidden
inside our minds."

In February Barbara Morrison,
author of the award-winning
memoir Innocent: Confessions
of a Welfare Mother, led a
workshop with tips and tactics
for kicking off (or reviving) your
memoir writing.

Cindy Young-
Turner read from
her fantasy novel,
Thief of Hope, at
our March
meeting and
discussed the
advantages and
disadvantages of
being published
by a small

independent publisher.

We've also collected over 80
new and gently used books for
the Howard County Domestic
Violence Center. Donations
can be brought to monthly
meetings. All genres and age
groups are needed; they
request that donated books
contain no violence against
women or children.

Come join us! Bring a book
donation and you'll get an extra
ticket for our monthly door prize.

Come out and join the Annapolis Chapter of MWA on the third
Wednesday of each month, where you can network and
learn different aspects about the craft and business
of writing. Buy a delicious cup of coffee from the
coffee shop on the first floor and join us on the
second level.

Our presenters are always diverse and
inspiring. In December, members and
guests shared samples from their latest
works-in-progress, or read from their
favorite published work, at an open mic session. In January,
Baltimore novelist Justin Sirois gave a unique presentation. The
Baltimore City paper recently said "Sirois is well on his way to
becoming Baltimore's most important novelist." In February, local
author David Read Barker discussed traditional publishing and
self-publishing in his talk, "A Tale of Two Books." Our members and
visitors found great encouragement and insight from these
speakers.
We are looking forward to the spring and summer, when we will
have presentations on numerous other exciting topics. We hope to
see current members and new faces there!

Annapolis Chapter
by Kat Spitzer, Chapter Secretary



Montgomery Chapter
by Carolee Noury, Chapter Secretary
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The Montgomery Chapter has had a busy and successful 2013 so far. In
January, the chapter's Outreach Chair, Assegid Habtewold, conducted a
workshop titled "Long Term Strategic Planning for Writers." He showed us
how to make writing goals by focusing on where we'd like to be at specific
points in time. To learn more, visit his website at www.successpws.com.

The chapter had a successful experience at the December Greenbelt
Festival of Lights. And we even made the news! See the article at
www.thesentinel.com/pgs/entertainment/Greenbelt-art-fair.

In February, local author Cathy Wiley talked about her experience selling e-
books, marketing her own work, and working with a small publisher. Her talk
included a long list of excellent resources and tips for succeeding in the
ever-changing book industry.

In March, Barbara Morrison, author of Innocent: Confessions of a Welfare
Mother, led a memoir-writing workshop. Participants took away many
resources for writing in general: software, exercises, books, and Morrison's
wisdom.

The chapter's officers continue to march forward with plans to make the
new chapter as strong as possible, while looking ahead to the upcoming
election this summer.

BUSINESS

January started with Moon Madness!
Vice-President Shirley Brewer talked
about the moon's impact on our literary
inspirations and then led the group on
some moon-centric writing prompts.

For February, we moved our venue to
the Village Learning Place in Charles
Village where Doug Mowbray and
Christophe Casamassima from
Poetry in Community led a discussion
about what writers can do to improve
their community. Rather than create a
new organization, the group works with existing programs to carry out their
literary missions. The town hall-style discussion, including a group of
University of Baltimore students, was lively and thought-provoking.

The guest speaker in March was Barbara Morrison, who provided valuable
information about how to market your book in this new and challenging
marketplace. Topics ranged from creating media kits to booking public
speaking engagements to navigating the world of social media.

We've booked a table at the CityLit Festival, which occured on April 13th
from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the Enoch Pratt Free Library on Cathedral
Street. Those wishing to volunteer for next year's event can email us at
mwab@marylandwriters.org.

Baltimore Chapter
by Neal Patterson, Chapter Secretary

In June it will be time for MWA chapter
elections. If you are serious about your
writing business, stepping up to serve your
local chapter could be one of the smartest
writing decisions you'll ever make. Here are
a few reasons why it's worked for me.
Reason #1: Platform, Platform, Platform
It's the equivalent of location in the real
estate world, and no serious writer can
survive without one. Serving as an MWA
officer gives me professional credentials
for my writers' resume, and offers many
opportunities to build that platform as the
visible face of my county's chapter.
Reason #2: Less Fear, More Exposure
In ten months as chapter president, I have
been featured in the press twice, with more
interviews in the offing. It's much easier to
approach bookstores and media in my
official role than in my personal one, and
they are more likely to want to talk to a
chapter officer than to simply me -- at least
until I build that platform.
Reason #3: Networking
Sometimes it all comes down to who you
know. I was interviewed about my first
book on cable TV just because I am lucky
enough to work closely with Larry
Matthews, the chapter's Program Chair,
and he knew someone who . . . well, you
know how it goes.
Reason #4: Just-in-Time Information
The more I interact with MWA folks at the
state and local level, the more snippets of
information float my way, just in time for
something I need to do. For example, I
recently met with my chapter treasurer to
get some checks signed, only to find out
as we chatted that he is an expert in
creating online e-learning courses,
something I need to master for my own
writing business.
The synchronicity that comes from service
is endless, and the benefits flow both ways
-- our chapter has the beginnings of a
great website, we have almost seventy
folks on the mailing list, and our meeting
attendance is growing each month.
Now, how can you serve the Maryland
Writers' Association?

Serve to Learn:
Why Becoming an MWA Leader Is a

Great Business Decision
by Alix Moore

President, Montgomery Chapter
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ART
The Studio

As I enter the mysterious barn-like space that is my paternal grandmother's painting studio, the smell of old wood and years
of turpentine vapors make my nose tingle. Dark shadowed figures slowly reveal themselves to be artist easels. Some of the
easels are holding up canvases for the viewer, like faithful servants. I look up two stories to the beams that hold up the
peaked roof. Back to earth, I head for the connecting door.

"The Studio" is a second structure on the property, separated and connected to the main house by a grape arbor pathway.
It is made of unpainted, primitively milled wood. As in many summer homes in Woodstock, New York, there is no heat and
minimal plumbing. This summer, my mother, father, brother, and I are living in The Studio. Not the painting studio part, but
the one-story addition that extends from the left side of the two story painting studio.

As I walk to the back of the room, I pass stacks of landscapes, still lifes, and charcoal drawings, many depicting familiar
Woodstock scenery.

The sound of Bach penetrates my eardrums as I enter our living quarters. My father is flipping through his albums of
classical music. Boxes of records line the walls. A Lucky Strike droops from his lips.

That night I sleep on a cot temporarily installed in the painting studio. The easels become ghosts and I am afraid to close my
eyes. My father comes in to sit with me. He begins our ritual. First he brings out the dark blue roll of mint-flavored lifesavers.
Gently he pulls at the foil wrapping at one end of the roll until a smooth round white mint emerges. He offers it to me and I
place it in my mouth, letting it slowly melt, savoring every moment until it is completely gone. I settle into the blankets,
feeling the stiffness of the cot beneath me. I am quiet. My father goes back to his adult world on the other side of the door.

The warm sounds of talk and music make me feel both exiled and loved at the same time.

All this will be taken from me when my parents divorce. And yet, here it is, with me still.

# # #
Cathy Leaycraft is a visual artist who has recently taken up writing memoir.

by Cathy Leaycraft

Jeffrey Deaver

The C3 Con will gather readers and writers of mystery, suspense, thriller, horror, sci-fi, fantasy, and
steampunk fiction.
Wewill have mystery author JeffreyDeaver and horror writer Christopher Golden as keynote speakers, and
both thriller writer John Gilstrap and romantic suspense author Trice Hickman as special guests. Wewill

also offer 10minute author/agent meetings and some fun special events.
Registered authors will be added to panels and their books will be available
at the conference bookstore. They are also invited to post on the
conference blog and to submit a story to our exclusive anthology,which
will be given to each attendee.

Get details and register at
creaturescrimesandcreativity.com!

Christopher Golden

John Gilstrap
Trice Hickman

MWA Members Receive a

$25 Discount
at the

Creatures, Crimes & Creativity (C3) Conference
September 13-15, 2013, at the Hunt Valley Inn

Hunt Valley,Maryland



Would you like to see your poem, short-short story, or
essay in Pen in Hand?
Submissions are open to current MWAmembers andMaryland-based
literary journals, publishers, reading series, and writers’ associations.
Submissions should be plain text in the body of an e-mail. Please
include a brief bio. Include "PIH" in the e-mail subject line and send to
editor Paul Lagasse at peninhand@marylandwriters.org.
Questions and queries are encouraged.
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ART

Writing Workshops
by Sue Ellen Thompson

Poet Sue Ellen Thompson, winner of the Maryland Library
Association's 2010 Maryland Author Award, will be
conducting two craft-oriented workshops for poets at
Maryland Hall for the Creative Arts in Annapolis this spring.
The dates and subjects are:

• May 11: A Matter of Time: Verb Tenses in Poetry
• June 15: How to Revise a Poem

For more information or to register, go to www.writer.org,
click on "workshops," and search under "Thompson." Or call
(301) 654-8664.

Sue Ellen Thompson is the author of four books of poetry
and the editor of The Autumn House Anthology of Contemporary
American Poetry. She mentors adult poets from her home on
the Eastern Shore and teaches at The Writer's Center and

elsewhere.

Glass, paint, and glitter; shiny objects at the corner of Belair and Erdman;
hang a vision on a rusty outbound train . . . or the chain link fence across from Lou's barbershop;

the Baltimore Glassman cometh! Signs speak the truth! (or at least a truth needs heard).

'Bicentennial flags' -- 'Pledge of Allegiance'

Encrusted on corrugated tin, scrap wood, messages to be deciphered by mere mortals;

'Ground rules' -- 'Non- electric' -- '1776'

Can't jolt your mind back in place, no sir,
not since that soldier's head exploded on Normandy beach,
or was it somewhere in the Pacific? Maybe Sparrows Point or . . .
way back in Moundsville?

Water down the peach brandy and it goes twice as far, yes sir.
VA Hospital. Ride the bike to Gettysburg . . . or Ohio?
Gotta get away for awhile.

'You don't take business out of town' 'Star Spangled Banner'
'I stand to be corrected' --

Industrial woods along the Back River; catfish (bottom feeders); hang your signs in trees,
refracted effigies like spread-winged angels, half moons and stars, lynched in hyphenated
chromacolor;

'Rust in the water -- static electricity -- Liberty Bell -- Valley Forge --
George Washington -- O Say Can You See -- Free as a bird' --

'Nature is the fresh air cure' --

The Fresh Air Cure (for Paul Darmafall)
by Mike Murphy

# # #
Stephen Pohl writes from Baltimore. His articles, stories,
poetry, and photographs have appeared online and in
national and regional print publications inlcuding Urbanite,
Bete Noire, The National Catholic Reporter, U.S. Catholic,
The Baltimore Sun, and elsewhere.

The Last Breath of Winter
by Stephen Pohl

A late March snow
Winter's last breath
Hangs in the air
And on branches
Like a blown kiss
From the White Queen
As she departs
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Living in the Procrasti-Nation?

If it weren't for the last minute, nothing would
get done. -- Rita Mae Brown

Procrastination is the act of avoiding high priority tasks by
doing less important, but fun, activities. It is most commonly
caused by stress and fear. What is more anxiety-inducing
than putting your writing out there? You face rejection
letters, or worse, no response at all.
So what can writers do to avoid putting it off?
1. You’re at the computer, but you can’t get yourself to
start the project. Start with a writing exercise, to invite your
muse out of its hiding place, a piece of work you don’t have
to show anyone. Poets & Writers has a page with excellent
exercises for poetry, fiction, and creative nonfiction writers:
www.pw.org/writing-prompts-exercises.
2. Cue the dreadful internal editor who can make a
paragraph last a lifetime. The Absolute Write forums are full
of wonderful tips from other writers:
www.absolutewrite.com/forums/showthread.php?t=136550.
3. That feeling that it’s better to be perceived as lazy than
talentless. This article on Write to Done offers seven ways to
do a check-in. writetodone.com/2012/07/25/is-your-writing-

any-good/.
4. You haven’t a clue where to begin. The idea is there, the
characters have depth, and some of the words are there, but
then what? Listen to this interview with Walter Mosley,
author of This Year You Write Your Novel: www.npr.org/
templates/story/story.php?storyId=9620861.
An important point: Just start! It’s only a draft.
That covers the basics. How about motivation? Whenever
you’re really stuck, promise yourself you won’t be the
second coming of Ralph Waldo Ellison. After the amazingly
successful debut of The Invisible Man, Ellison spent 40 years
and over 2,000 pages on his next -- and never finished --
novel. As Picasso said, "Only put off until tomorrow what
you are willing to die having left undone."

# # #
Carolee Noury is the Vice President of the Maryland Writers'
Association. She earned her Master’s Degree in Community
Counseling from George Washington University and practices
career counseling in Rockville, MD. Carolee is working on her
first novel. She can be reached at caroleenoury@gmail.com.

by Carolee Noury

ART
Brooklyn Summer
by Paula Walker
When I think of Brooklyn, I think of July. Our apartment windows lined up like eight defenseless soldiers, all facing
south. The sun assaulted us fourteen hours a day and then refused to leave. The uninvited stench of tar from the roof
next door slipped in through the crack in our kitchen window. All of us prisoners in the cramped four room space we
called home.
The fans were hopelessly buzzing, like a swarm of angry bees. I can still see my father, in his sleeveless undershirt,
looking like a scarecrow after a heavy downpour, explaining to my mom and me, "It's because we have no cross-
ventilation."
But, magically, at 6:00 PM each weeknight, all the doors on the second story flew open and our fellow tenants
poured out into the pockmarked marble hall, laughing and commiserating. We joined the chorus, freeing our captives
to seek refuge elsewhere. The rancid hot air exited up the stairs, finding its way out through cracked windows on its
escape to the roof.
To this day, whenever anyone mentions "cross ventilation" my thoughts travel back to those nights in Brooklyn, in
July.

# # #
Paula Walker lives in Annapolis. Her earliest foray into fiction was at the age of thirteen, when she won national
recognition for her essay entitled "How the Baltimore Catechism Helped Me" -- which she wrote without ever having
read the subject material. She shares her writing with an ad hoc group of aspiring fellow writers who first met at a
writing course for adults offered by St. John's College.


