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Sonia Linebaugh: What were you
thinking when you started publishing?
Did Tales of Blood and Roses grow
primarily out of your own writing?

Jeff Shipley: I was talking to William
P. Tandy, editor of Smile, Hon, You're
in Baltimore, about publishing
opportunities. He told me, “It’s not
too late for you to do this.” I sat with
him and he showed me everything.

SL: Where do your authors come
from? Are they all friends?

JS: I’m in the scene. I have friends
who are horror fans, and writers. I put
up a page on Duotrope.com, which is
a resource that lists publishers that
writers can submit to. Authors come
to us through that. For issue three --
the theme is twisted fairy tales -- I
received three or four submissions
per day. They came from all over the
world. One from France will be
published. I had in mind some original
stories like Pan’s Labyrinth, but . . .
SL: What you got was Sherman and
Mr. Peabody?

JS: Some of that, yeah. Too many
stories in which Red Riding Hood was
the Big Bad Wolf.

SL: Do you personally select the work
that gets published?

JS: Everything comes through me. I
try to make each issue as good as it
can be. I look at the flow and see how

the issue is shaping up. What I like, I
send to Nancy [story editor Nancy O.
Greene]. The poems go to Janna
[poetry editor Jannabelle Lee]. We
have a rating scale and work together
to reach a consensus. It keeps me
honest.

SL: Of the work you publish, how
much is local?

JS: Overall, there are quite a few local
authors, maybe fifty percent.

SL: What has surprised you about the
work you read?

JS: Originally, I wanted to have dark
horror alternating with more comic or
satirical pieces, but what I got is a
pretty dark set of tales.

SL: Do you have a favorite so far?

JS: My personal favorite so far is Earl
Crown’s "Rathskeller Rat Killer,"
which is humorous.

SL: You include your own writing too.
Tell me about "What Price This Life?"

JS: I include my writing and that of
my editors. "What Price" is about a
guy who has a demon that’s going
behind him and killing people from
the time he’s about thirteen. He
confronts himself, asking who is to
blame.

continued on next page

Jeffrey L. Shipley is a long-time pulp-magazine collector, comic stripper -- that is,
maker of comic strips -- contributor to Eight Stone Press’ Smile, Hon, You’re in
Baltimore, and a horror-genre writer. It’s a combination of all those things, and a
push fromPatrick Tandy atSmile, Hon, that led Jeff to publish the horror zineTales
of Blood and Roses. MWA member and Program Chair Sonia Linebaugh talks
with Jeff about the vagaries of being a publisher.
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MWA Board

Chapters
The Annapolis Chapter meets the third
Wednesday of each month in Room 205 of
the Maryland Hall for the Creative Arts,
Constitution and Greenfield Streets,
Annapolis, MD, (410) 263-5544. For
information about upcoming meetings, e-
mail mwaa@marylandwriters.org or visit the
chapter website at
www.annapolismwa.wordpress.com.

The MWA Board usually meets on the third
Sunday of even months at Ukazoo Books in
Towson from 3:00-5:00 p.m. In the event of
a holiday, the meeting takes place on the
fourth Sunday of that month, unless another
date is posted on our website. Board
meetings are open to all members.

TheBaltimoreChaptermeets on the fourth
Monday of every month (except December)
at 7:00 p.m. at Ukazoo Books in Dulaney
Plaza, on Dulaney Valley Road in Towson.
For information about upcoming meetings,
e-mail mwab@marylandwriters.org or visit
the chapter website at
www.mwabaltimore.org.

TheHoward County Chaptermeets on the
third Thursday of each month (except
November and December) at 7:00pm at
Sunrise Senior Living, 6500 Freetown Road,
in Columbia. For information about
upcoming meetings, e-mail mwahc
@marylandwriters.org or visit the chapter
website at www.mwahocowriters.com.

The Carroll County Chapter meets on the
second Saturday of every other month at
various locations in Carroll County. For
information, e-mail reginasokas
@rocketmail.com or visit the chapter's
website at www.carrollcountymwa.org.

an Interview with Baltimore Publisher Jeff Shipley
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President: Nicole Schultheis
Vice President: Fernando Quijano III
Secretary: Gail Johnson
Treasurer: Vacant
Program Chair: Sonia Linebaugh
Membership Chair: Eileen Haavik McIntire
Communications Chair: Vacant
Conference Chair: David Placher
Publications Chair: Ann Arbaugh
Development and Long Range Planning

Chair: Vacant
Members at Large: Lauren Flax, Ally E. Peltier

Appointed Positions

Editor, Pen in Hand: Paul Lagasse
Critique Group Coordinator: Barbara Diehl
Novel and Short Story Contest Coordinator:

Sonia Linebaugh
MWA Books: Ally E. Peltier, Gary Lester
Webmaster: Carl Rauscher
Archivist: Eileen Haavik McIntire
Bookkeeper: Edith Goldman

Chapter Presidents
Annapolis: Rolf Renner
Baltimore: Gary Lester
Carroll County: Regina Sokas
Howard County: Louise Harris

Submissions
Pen in Hand accepts submissions from
MWA members. Feature stories and fiction:
300-400 words. Poetry: up to 100 words.
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PEN IN HAND Jeff Shipley Interview, cont'd.
SL: How do you publicize the magazine?

JS: We’ve had readings at Cyclops, and
release parties in Baltimore. Other people
read on behalf of the out-of-town authors.
Friends come together.

SL: Will you be able to keep up the
magazine?

JS: People have been expressing so
much enthusiasm. Poets haven’t had an
outlet for their darker stuff. For that reason
alone, I can’t stop.

SL: What makes Tales of Blood and Roses
unique?

JS: To me, it seems a different mix. It has
its own kind of soul.

SL: There’s nothing dismal about that.
# # #

Jeffrey L. Shipley has two children he
adores and a day job he hates.

Tales of Blood and Roses issue #3 is
scheduled to be out by the end of March
and will be available for $4.75. The
upcoming Issue #4 is unthemed. The
deadline for submissions will be in June.
You can find out more about submission
guidelines and upcoming readings at
www.talesofbloodandroses.com.
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Before submitting your manuscript for publication, get the
requirements down:

• Title page: normally used only for book-length manuscripts.
The standard is your name, address, phone number, email
address, and website address in the upper left-hand corner;
number of words in the upper right-hand corner; and book
title (sometimes bolded and in modestly larger type) centered
about a quarter of the way down the page followed with “by”
and your name, also centered, but not enlarged or bolded.

• First page of a story: Same format as the book-length title
page, but the text starts three or four spaces below the title.

• Header: Put the header on every page except the title page
of a book and first page of a story. It consists of your last
name, the title of the work abbreviated—in quotes if it’s a
short work; in italics if it’s a book—and the page number,
separated by slashes. Or put your name at the left, the page
number in the center, and the title to the right. I use a different
font for the header and add an extra space beneath it to
assure that the reader won’t confuse the header with the text.
In manuscript, this page of this article is headed this way:

Glenn/“Formatting the Manuscript”/2

or
Glenn 2 “Formatting the Manuscript”

• Double space the text: Don’t add an extra line space
between paragraphs except to indicate a break. Indent at the
beginning of each paragraph.

• Margins: At least one inch on all four sides.

• Chapter title or full title for a shorter piece: Enlarged print,
about a third of the way down the page. Bolding is optional.

• Type THE END or #### at the end of the manuscript to
show readers that they aren’t missing any pages.

• On the first page of the text, suppress header and show
page number at the bottom of the page. Do the same for each
page that begins a chapter.

• But check the editor, agent, or publication to see if special
formatting rules apply.

Do it right the first time around. Pamper your editor. And let your
writing speak for itself, not be obscured by formatting distractions.

# # #

Novels by writer Tom Glenn have won many literary awards, among
them prizes in four different MWA annual novel contests, including
a grand prize and first prize for mainstream/literary.

Fiction Craftsmanship: Formatting the Manuscript
by Tom Glenn
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The life of an author is a complex one.
Getting through the publishing door
required a lot more time,
commitment, and dedication than I
could ever have anticipated. I was
fortunate to have spent a number of
years learning the basics before
giving up my day job. Well, actually, I
didn’t give up my day job to dedicate
myself to the writing life. I waited until
I retired from my regular career as a
fashion executive and university
professor to become a full-time
dedicated writer.

During the years of learning about the writing life, I attended many
conferences and workshops and joined writers' associations, which
gave me access to successful authors. When I got to know a few of
them to the point where they were comfortable sharing the inside
scoopas tohow theygot tobe full-timeauthors, theyprovidedsimilar
advice. Don’t give up your day job until you have a very successful,
established brand in the publishing world. One of the best thriller
authors, Steve Berry, shares on his web site that his “road to
publishing was long and arduous, spanning 12 years and 85
rejections over 5 separate manuscripts. ” He waited until he had

published 10 bestselling novels
before he gave up his day job as an
attorney.

If you want to write, do it because you
enjoy writing. A writer must gain
satisfaction by engaging hours upon
hours in a thought-provoking
process, living in your own dream
world, and having the finished
product of the words on the page
provide a senseof accomplishment. If
you are fortunate to become
published, the rewards are having
others enjoy reading your book,
compliments from readers, and if you are lucky, you might receive
some financial gain. But don’t forget that books are works of art and
art is in the eyeof thebeholder.Write becausewriting is your passion.

# # #

D. L.Wilson is on theboard of the International ThrillerWriters and the
author of Unholy Grail, a national bestselling thriller translated into 8
languages. His latest bio-terrorism thriller, Sirocco, is getting rave
reviews. Visit his website at www.dlwilsonbooks.com.

The Passion of Writing
by D. L. Wilson



We welcome you to join the Annapolis Chapter of MWA on the third Wednesday of each month, where you can
network with other writers and learn different aspects about the craft and business of writing. We meet at
Maryland Hall for the Creative Arts, Room 205; the perfect meeting place for inspiration. Grab a cup of
coffee from the coffee shop on the first floor and join us on the second level.
Our presenters brought a lot of great information to our members this winter. In December, Khris
Baxter gave an engaging presentation on screenwriting, entitled "Soup to Nuts." In January, we
held an open mic night where various members and presenters had short discussions about
recent accomplishments. The evening provided members with excellent networking
opportunities. And in February, Charles Heller gave a riveting talk about his memoir and the
publishing process in the U.S. and abroad. Our members have found great value and
inspiration from these speakers.

We are excited about the the spring, when we will have other wonderful presenters speaking on a variety of important and
relevant topics. In April, Baltimore lawyer, educator and author James Astrachan will discuss copyright issues that writers
need to know about. In May, community organizer and author “Chic” Dambach will read from and discuss his book
Exhaust the Limits: The Life and Times of a Global Peacebuilder. And in May, mystery/thriller author and past MWA
President Austin Camacho will talk about his experiences in publishing. Get the details at annapolismwa.wordpress.com.

We look forward to seeing current members and new faces there!

MWA News

Annapolis Chapter

by Kat Spitzer, Chapter Secretary
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Nominations Sought for MWA Board
Elections for the 2012-2014 Board will be held at the MWA Annual Meeting in June (details forthcoming). Immediate past President and
Chair of the Nominating Committee Sonia Linebaugh is encouraging MWA members to run for the following open positions:

• President: presides over the Executive Committee, Board, and annual membership meetings. Directs or supervises all MWA
activities, serving as an ex officio member of all committees.

• Vice President: assists the President, mentors committees, and presides in lieu of the President. Also traditionally serves as
the Board’s liaison to the Chapters.

• Secretary: prepares and disseminates the minutes of Executive Committee, Board, and annual membership meetings.

• Treasurer: accounts for all income, expenses, assets, and liabilities of MWA, maintains all funds and accounts, prepares the
annual General Budget, and collects data required for taxes, grant accountability, and other financial disclosures.

In addition, the following Chair positions are open for nominees. Each of the chairs will be responsible for forming a Standing Committee
and should strive to recruit volunteers to serve on it.

• Development and Long-Range Planning: handles development, sponsor recruitment, and long-range planning of the MWA,
its chapters, and associated components.

• Communications: publicizes MWA activities to members and the public, and initiates and responds to media requests.

• Conference: manages all aspects of planning and organizing the annual Maryland Writers Conference.

• Publications: supervises the publication of all MWA newsletters, journals, and books.

• Programs: develops and manages writing contests, awards, critique groups, and other programs and events offered by MWA
or in which MWA participates.

• Membership: receives and processes membership applications and dues, and maintains accurate dues status and contact
information for all members.

All Board positions are two-year terms, and require attendance at bimonthly Board meetings in addition to interim meetings of standing
committees on an as-needed basis. If you are interested in tossing your hat into the ring, or would like to find out more information

about the responsibilities involved, e-mail Sonia at sonia.linebaugh@gmail.com.



Carroll County Chapter

Howard County Chapter

by Jo Donaldson, Chapter Secretary

by Carolyn Sienkiewicz, Chapter Secretary
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Be a chapter officer?
Serve on the state
Board? Who, ME?

Yes, that's right, I'm
talking to YOU. Hey,
where are you going?
Come back here!

It's like that sometimes
when you mention to
people that they might
benefit from serving on
the statewide Board or as an officer in
one of the chapters, but I am here to tell
you there is nothing to be afraid of.
Before you know it, June will be here,
and with it, board and chapter officer
elections too.

Are you a nonfiction writer wanting to
break into print? Get involved and you
too can write a report just like this, and
then, voila, you have a published clip!

In all seriousness, all chapters can
benefit from new people and new ideas.

Volunteer to be on a
board. You'll make
contacts, meet
interesting people, and
can make a difference.

If you weren't able to
make our March
meeting, you missed a
jam-packed program
with multiple speakers.
Cathy Wiley presented

an update of her popular e-book
marketing talk, Joe Neuman of
Resource Strategies discussed
affordable health insurance options for
writers, and Louise Harris gave tips for
freelancing as a journalist in a tough
economy.

Coming up: in April, humor writing. In
May, sci-fi/fantasy. And in June, party
and ELECTIONS!

We hope to see you there.

Children’s author Lois Szymanski will
speak at the April meeting on Saturday,
April 14 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at
the Eldersburg Library’s large
Conference Room.

Lois is the author of 20 books for
children, including fiction for young
readers and middle graders, nonfiction
and picture books. Her short stories
have appeared in a long list of
children's magazines, including
Highlights for Children, U*S*Kids
Magazine, Turtle Magazine for
Preschoolers, and Hopscotch Magazine
for Girls. She has two new books out
this spring.

Lois is the Co-Regional Advisor of the MD/DE/WV chapter of
the Society of Children's Writers and Illustrators. She helped
create The Feather Fund in memory of her friend, Carollynn
Suplee, who purchased a foal for a child annually the 8 years
she survived cancer as a way of giving back for the gift of life.
More information is available at her website, www.loisszymanski.com.

Ally E. Peltier spoke at the February meeting. A brief writing
contest is planned for the June meeting. Election of officers
also will be held at that time. For more information about the
Carroll County Chapter, visit www.carrollcountymwa.org.

2012 MWA Writing
Contests

Novel Contest: Great Beginnings

You’ll be judged on the first 7,000
words of your novel.

Categories: Mainstream/Literary;
Young Adult; Science Fiction/
Fantasy; and Historical (Mystery/
Suspense/Thriller and Romance will
return in 2013)

Novel entries accepted by e-mail:
May 15-June 30, 2012

Short Works Contest

Fiction: 3,000 words; Non-Fiction:
3,000 words; Poetry: Up to 50 lines
in 1-5 poems.

Short Works entries accepted by e-
mail: June 30-July 30, 2012

Find the contest details on the MWA
website at www.marylandwriters.org
and on MWA's Facebook group.

Baltimore Chapter
by Gary Lester, Chapter President
The Baltimore Chapter has had a very busy couple of months.
Our January meeting featured Shirley Brewer with her upbeat
style. February was an open mic night with the theme of “Love
and Hate.” The entries were well thought out, insightful and just
plain fun!

In April, noted Towson
attorney Jack R.
Sturgill will meet with
us to explain
contracts. We will
learn what to look for,
and what to watch out
for!

Our meeting venue
has changed back to
Ukazoo, still at 7:00
p.m. on the fourth
Monday of every
month. The date of the May meeting may be changed due to it
falling on Memorial Day. We are still working on that situation.

The Baltimore Chapter has a new blog,
mwabaltimore.wordpress.com, which we will update regularly.
Look to the blog for the latest information for the March
meeting, which is still in the works.

Hope to see all of you at the meetings!



MWA Voices

Would you like to see your poem, short-short story, or essay in Pen in Hand?
Submissions are open to current MWA members and Maryland-based literary journals, publishers, reading series, and
writers’ associations. Our ideal is to match Pen in Hand to the needs and interests of MWA members.
Submissions should be in unformatted text and included in the body of an e-mail message. Please include a brief bio. If line
art or halftones will accompany your submission, please specify that in your e-mail and the editor will provide formatting
guidelines. include "PIH" in the e-mail subject line and send to editor Paul Lagasse at peninhand@marylandwriters.org.
Questions and queries are encouraged.
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Once upon a time there was a beautiful maiden named
Raffaiella. She dwelt in a tower made of living tree limbs,
woven with flowering vines and birds' nests (sounds messy I
know, but trust me it was beautiful).
Raffaiella's tower was on the edge of the forest, next to the
trade road, and it was a wonder to behold. The intricacies of
the weaving, delicacy of the blossoms, and artful placement
of the nests caused travelers to stop and stare in awe.
As Raffaiella lived in the tower, so did birds live in the nests,
and the birds were her friends and brought her food -- fruit
and nuts from the forest. For Raffaiella was imprisoned in
the tower, but was too proud to ask the passersby for help.
She would appear in a window, pale and wan and lovely,
and the travelers would exclaim, "Oh, she is more beautiful
even than the tower. How fortunate are we to have seen her,
is she not the most beautiful sight in the world?"
And Raffaiella would turn away with a small sad smile, for
she thought the most beautiful thing in the world was the
trade road outside her window, that carried travelers far, to
see enchanting places and exotic creatures.
And she wished she were small, like a mouse, that she
might creep between the branches and escape her tower.
Or that she had wings like a bird, that she might fly from her
window and follow the winding trade road.
Truth is, she could have squeezed out that window and
climbed down the outside of the tower, but for one thing:
she would look awkward to passersby during the process.
She would no longer be the legendary beauty of the
wondrous tower. And so her pride kept her imprisoned.
She lived out her years watching life pass by on the trade
road, always looked up to, but always dreaming of the
wonders that lay beyond her view.

Raffaiella
by Betsy A. Riley Guardian Angle

The little bird nests in the traffic light sign
hanging in the air from the black power line
cats can’t get him there, and squirrels won’t climb
out where the traffic rushes all the time
Above the cars he bobs and weaves
reinforcing the nest with twigs and leaves
it’s a clever thing for a bird to do
with no mama bird to help him thru

The eggs are lit by red and green
and the yellow light that’s in between
throughout the season he does his best
to warm and guard his orphaned nest

And when it’s time for them all to leave
in the empty nest, little bird will grieve
for if their first flight isn’t met by luck
they’ll be baby bird jam on the wheels of a truck

# # #

Betsy A. Riley worked over 35 years at a National
Laboratory before retiring to take a federal job in Maryland.
Her nonfiction publications cover computer graphics,
techniques for communicating new technology, and
supercomputing. She is a member of MWA and a regular
attendee of the new Carroll County MWA chapter. Her
most recent publication is a poem in the premier issue of
Empirical Magazine.

by Betsy A. Riley



7 Pen in Hand Spring 2012

A Time to Age

(Sonnet)
by Minta Davis
When youth understands the journey to be shared,
the memory withstands the test,
As elders see that fond memories have faded,
but cannot hide the pain that should be a crime.

Thus taking a journey is not hard to do,
even when it is another’s trip, not a youth,
it does get harder for the memory to croon,
and each breath that is taken speaks the truth.

But wherefore elders share their sentimental journey,
that came from others that have since passed,
as memory fades, so does the pathway diary,
a journey is sentimental, as time moves way too fast.

Therefore, too young to understand and too old to care,
Thoughts’ of long ago are a sentimental journey one should dare.

# # #

Minta Davis' poems have been published in various
anthologies and poetry journals in print and online. Under her
pen name M. D. Sweetie-Kin, her book of poems Transforming
Sand was published by Dorrance Publishing in 2004. Her other
interests include providing a backyard sanctuary for local and
migrating birds. She resides in Maryland.

Changing
by Minta Davis
Through its youthful days
A brown strand of hair flows in the wind,
Without care or worries,
Look out change is coming.

Day by day, change arrives
Seems ever-ending
The strand of hair is patiently waiting
Its last days.

Suddenly, gray appears,
Standing there strong and tall,
As if their appearance should not shock us
These strands will not fall.

Gray tells the story,
Of what has gone before
Wisdom replaces youth
Oh what fun back then.

Head full of brown hair
Will soon display gray
Today, a second look in the mirror
Remembering the youthful day

Feelings of body aches come out of nowhere
The thought of getting older hurts
Youthfulness seeps from sight
Like the fading sun as dusk looms near

Good-bye brown hair
Hello change!

Mr. Alfonso Mouse: Gone but Not Forgotten!
by Kay Chilcote

From the obituary column in the Mouse County Times, November 18, 2011:

Mr. Alfonso Mouse, 405 LM Lane, Westminster, met an untimely
demise about 7:30 pm yesterday. His family reported that he
experienced heart palpations earlier in the afternoon after being
chased first by Mr. Resident where he was able to get away; then
later by a feline creature. When the furry critter caught Mr. Mouse;
they engaged in a hide-and-seek game for a few minutes before
Alfonso feigned his own death and was able to escape.

He revisited the home in the evening to search for food when the
lady of the house spotted him and yelled for help. Coming to her
rescue, Mr. Resident grabbed a large cardboard box with the intent
of trapping him. The tiny fugitive however, wanted no part of that,
and continued to elude the humans by running back and forth for
several minutes. Finally the gentleman was able to clamp the
cardboard box over the small rodent. A piece of old cardboard was
then slid under the container with the intent of keeping him inside.

At that point it was discovered that Mr. Mouse had been crushed.

He is survived by Mrs. Alberta Mouse and sons Alfonso Jr., Asher,
Amon, Abraham (deceased), Artie and Alistar and daughters,
Amaia, Anika, Alazne and Alice. Mr. Mouse will be fondly
remembered by his leadership ability at the Cheese Factory where
he worked for many years and also for winning the Cheddar Eating
Contest at the State Fair for three years running.

In lieu of flowers, the family has requested donations be sent to the
Cafeteria at the Cheese Factory.

An autopsy will not be performed.

Burial took place immediately in a large trashcan. The lid will
remain closed until the undertakers from the Sanitation Department
make their normal, Wednesday morning rounds.
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MWA member and Annapolis
Chapter Secretary Kat Spitzer is
pleased to announce the release of
her book, The Happy Hypochondriac.

The book is available at Amazon.com
and BarnesandNoble.com, along
with other local and online retailers.
Book Club questions are available at
her website:
www.happyhypochondriac.com.

Check out the book, her daily Happy
Hypochondriac blog, feature blog
posts at www.whatsupkids.net, and
freelance work in various magazines.

Happy reading!


