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I first met Laura Shovan last April at the
conclusion of the CityLit Festival held at
the Enoch Pratt library. My car had been
towed and I (without a cell phone, or $300
in cash—towing charge ) had returned to
an almost empty library. A young woman
with a familiar face was frantically
searching for her misplaced pocket book
in the elegant front hall. She was running
late getting home to her kids. We couldn’t
help each other, but we talked, and have
ever since. So, imagine my delight at the
honor of being asked to interview Laura.
Here is our email conversation.

Lalita Noronha: You said on Facebook
that you’ve had two books published in
two years! You were referring, of course,
to your CityLit chapbook (Mountain, Log,
Salt and Stone) which won the Harriss
Poetry Prize, and the new MWA Poetry
Anthology you edited (Life in Me like

Grass on Fire). How different has the
process been for each?

Laura Shovan: All of this came as a big
surprise. For years, I had been working on
children’s novels – some in verse – but
now I feel as though my poetry life has
exploded out of the blue. The process of
being a poet and a chapbook contestant
is very different from being an editor of an
anthology. We have 50 poets and 90
poems in Life in Me. I loved bringing a
community of poets together in a book,
and in that spirit, selected featured poets
to write introductory essays to each
section of the book.

LN: Given that “love” is an all-
encompassing, dimension-less word, how
did you envision focusing it? Did you have
any preconceived ideas about the seven
themes?

continued on next page

The Maryland Writers' Association's second anthology, Life in Me Like Grass on
Fire: Love Poems, will debut next month. Contributors will be reading from the
anthology at the 2011 Maryland Writers' Conference, the CityLit Festival, and at
literary events and bookstores around the state. The Baltimore chapter will host
the official launch party at its April 25th meeting. MWA member and Baltimore
Review editor Lalita Noronha speaks with the editor of Life in Me, Harriss Poetry
Prize winner Laura Shovan, about how the anthology came to be.
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The Annapolis Chapter meets the second
Wednesday of each month at the Maryland
Hall for the Creative Arts, Constitution and
Greenfield Streets, Room 205, Annapolis,
MD, (410) 263-5544. For more information
about upcoming meetings, e-mail
mwaa@marylandwriters.org.

Meetings of theMWABoard are announced
in advance on the MWA website,
www.marylandwriters.org, and on theMWA
Announcements and MWA Discussion
Yahoo! groups. Contact theMWASecretary
at secretary@marylandwriters.org for more
information.

TheBaltimoreChaptermeets on the fourth
Mondaysof everymonth (exceptDecember)
at 7:00 p.m. at the Towson ARTSCollective,
410/406 York Road, in Towson. For more
information about upcoming meetings, e-
mail mwab@marylandwriters.org.

The Frederick Chaptermeets on the fourth
Wednesday of every month at locations in
and around Frederick, including the C. Burr
ArtzPublic Library and theNationalMuseum
of Civil War Medicine. For more information
about upcoming meetings, e-mail
mwaf@marylandwriters.org.

TheHoward County Chaptermeets on the
third Thursday of each month (except
November and December) at 7:00pm at
Sunrise Senior Living, 6500 Freetown Road,
in Columbia. For more information about
upcoming meetings, e-mail
mwahc@marylandwriters.org.
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LS: The publishers (Ally Peltier and Gary Lester of MWA
Books) and I always knew that we wanted the
submissions to dictate the themes. Our only
preconception was to have themed sections. We wanted
the book to be shaped by the wide-ranging interpretations
of the poets themselves. In some ways, it’s like organizing
a chapbook. You find natural threads in series of poems
and place them together to enrich the reader’s experience
of each individual piece.

LN: And now you’ll be Editor of Little Patuxent Review!
How did that opportunity come about?

LS: LPR’s longtime editor, Michael R. Clark, had to step
down because he is currently teaching abroad. The
invitation to succeed Michael likely came because LPR
has published my work, and been aware of my active
involvement in the local literary community as well as my recent
editing experience with Life in Me, for which I’m very grateful to
MWA.

LN: The last two years have been spectacular. What do you hope for in the next two?

LS: I plan to stay involved with MWA and events that support Life in Me. I’m also co-
editing (with Virginia Crawford) an anthology of student poetry for The Maryland State
Arts Council. I’m excited to help grow LPR to a regional voice on the art/literary scene.
Meanwhile, I want to keep up with my own writing, and help my two children transition
to high school and middle school.

LN: Wow, Laura! That makes me dizzy. Congratulations!

LS: Thank you so much! I’m grateful for the circle of writers we have and the
encouragement everyone has shared.

# # #
Lalita Noronha has a Ph.D. in Microbiology and is an award winning poet, writer, fiction
editor (The Baltimore Review), and author of a short story collection, Where Monsoons
Cry. Visit her website at www.lalitanoronha.com.

Eighth Annual CityLit Festival
This year's CityLit Festival will be held on
Saturday, April 16, 2011 from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. at the Central Branch of the Enoch
Pratt Free Library, 400 Cathedral Street, in
Baltimore.

Billed as "Baltimore's day-long celebration
of literature," this year's event features
special guests short-fiction author and
Pushcart Prize nominee Danielle Evans,
award-winning poet, novelist, essayist, and
NPR commentator Andrei Codrescu, and
National Book Award winner and Baltimore
native Jaimy Gordon.

As always, a wide range of concurrent
programs will be running throughout the
library and the central hall will feature a

Literary Marketplace showcasing the wide
range of Baltimore's literary community.

The event will feature a reading from Life in
Me LikeGrass on Fire: Love Poems, the new
MWA poetry anthology. Editor Laura
Shovan will introduce readings by Dennis
Kirschbaum, Ann Bracken, Barbara
Westwood Diehl, Fernando Quijano III,
Heidi Mordhorst, Kathleen Hellen, and
Shirley Brewer.

Beginning at noon in the central hall, Write
Here,WriteNowwill runmini-workshops for
writers of all skill levels.

The complete schedule is available at the
CityLit Project's website at
www.citylitproject.org.

by Paul Lagasse
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Your Freelance Career

I first got into scriptwriting through audio
drama back in 2000 when I joined
Christian Walk Alive (CWA), a local
Christian arts ministry started by two
college friends. For five years. I was a
writer, editor and voice artist for its online
audio drama, A Work in Progress. It
followed the adventures of James
Everett, a former missionary returning to
his hometown to start and maintain a
college campus group in the ice cream-
crazy town of Progress.

Visiting websites like The Audio Drama
Directory (theaudiodramadirectory.com)
and Tony Palermo's RuyaSonic
(ruyasonic.com) helped me to expand my
knowledge of audio drama and craft
better scripts. A Work in Progress
enjoyed a nine-year run, and was
broadcast by radio stations in
Washington State, Oregon and North
Carolina. Production ceased in early
2009.

My entry into screenwriting was more
gradual. I’d been reading up on
videography and filmmaking for a couple
of years, and sat in on screenwriting and
filmmaking workshops at some writing
conferences. Later in 2009, CWA writers
gathered to create a screenplay for the
ministry’s first full-length film,
Homecoming. In April 2010, I did Script

Frenzy (scriptfrenzy.org), an annual
challenge where participants create a
100-page script in a month in the genre
of their choice.

I opted to use the free online scriptwriting
program, Scripped.com, with prompts
that easily led me through setting up and
working through my draft. I managed to
complete 56 pages. In May, production
began on the movie and I worked as a
camera operator, lighting assistant, and
makeup assistant. More recently, I’ve
attended a couple of screenwriting
workshops in the D.C. area, where we
analyzed classic films such as Chinatown
and Psycho, along with more recent
releases such as The Devil Wears Prada
and Winter’s Bone. The CWA film is
currently in post-production, and I’ve
been able to do some rough editing of the
film. Participating in these activities has
allowed me to experience different sides
of film production, which I believe will
help me gain a better understanding of
crafting scripts.

What’s next? Once again, I’ll do Script
Frenzy in April and I’ll hopefully reach my
100 pages this time. There’ll be other
screenwriting workshops/courses to take
too. And in the future, my first film
scripted by yours truly, perhaps?

Exploring Scriptwriting by Paul Lagasse
by Jill Earl

Diplomacy: A Useful Skill
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Maryland Writers' Conference Notables

The 23rd annual conference of the Maryland Writers' Association (details on p.1)
has an all-star lineup of speakers, agents, and editors, including:

• Keynote speaker Gigi Rosenberg on "How to Enlist a Village to Help
Create and Promote Your Writing"

• Bestselling author L.A. Banks on "How to Make a Living as a Fiction
Writer"

• Editor Catherine Hiller on "Narrative Drive in the Novel"
• Publisher Mary Shaffer on "What Is A Publisher and Should I Become
One?"

• Agents Jason Ashlock (Movable Type Literary Group), Lauren
Hammond (ADA Management Group), Emmanuelle Morgen (Judith
Ehrlich Literary Management), Jessica Sinsheimer (Sarah Jane Freymann
Literary Agency), and Roseanne Wells (Strong Literary Agency)

• Editors Harrison Demchick (Bancroft Press), Daniel Ehrenhaft (Soho
Teen at Soho Press), Catherine Hiller (Executive Editor), John David
Kudrick (JohnDavidKudrick.com), Georgia McBride (YALitChat.org), and
Brittney Ross (Penguin Group)

For more information or to register, visit marylandwritersconference.com.

# # #

Writing skills may open doors for you, but
professionalism keeps them from slamming
shut. In this column, Paul Lagasse of Active
VoiceWriting&Editorial Servicescovers the
business basics that he’s learned over a
decade of making a living writing freelance.
Find out more at avwrites.com.

Whether it's contracts, payment
agreements, progress meetings, or
conference calls, freelancers usually
spend a lot of time negotiating with clients
and subject matter experts. Pros know to
treat these as opportunities to sell them
on you, and not just your work.

If you’re used to working alone and yelling
at the computer about how boneheaded
your client is (hypothetically, of course;
none of my clients ever cause me to do
that), then you will probably find this short
list of handy, bacon-saving diplomacy tips
helpful:

• Prepare in advance. Learn
about their organization. Read
their bios on their website or
on LinkedIn.

• Dress for success. Formal
dress for the first meeting.
Shake everybody’s hand.
Bring business cards.

• Avoid office politics. Don't
get recruited as proxy or patsy
in turf wars, and don’t play
peacemaker.

• Hold your ground politely.
You’re the writing and editing
expert. Don’t compromise
your professionalism.

• Don’t be a martinet, either.
Avoid pedantry and
stodginess.

Always remember, the quality of your
work isn’t the only thing that distinguishes
you; so do your professionalism,
courtesy, personality, demeanor . . . even
your manners. Handle those interactions
well, and not only will the project go more
smoothly but it could land you more work
or referrals down the road. And these
days, what freelancer can’t use more of
those?



MWA News

Dear Members,

During this first year of my two-year term as
President, we’ve had some daunting
challenges, mainly due to illness and incapacity
of several of our cherished leaders, preventing
them from bringing some important work to
fruition. Thus we are still short a few board
members, and would welcome some new volunteers.
(Our board meetings are open to all.) But also there
have also been some terrific pluses.

Diane Booth, who ran MWA’s conference last year as
well as spearheaded the Teen Writers Program, is on
her feet and back to work for us as a dedicated
volunteer, expanding our successful program for teens
to Montgomery County. (If you’re interested in helping,
email me and I’ll put you in touch.) Linda Alexander,
who presides over our Frederick chapter, is on the
rebound from health issues as well and we look
forward to seeing more of her. We hope all goes well
for several others who have had to step down or cut
back on their involvement—and although I’m sure they
would not want us to broadcast their infirmities, we do
want them to know they’re in our thoughts.

This is a good time to stop and thank several people
who have been doing terrific work this year. I applaud
those responsible for creating our poetry anthology,
Life in Me Like Grass on Fire: Love Poems, edited by
Laura Shovan. Thanks are due to the fifty contributing
poets who helped guide us through seven forms of
love in this volume. Thanks are due to Laura, an
award-winning poet in her own right, who culled
through numerous submissions to select only the most
worthy contributions, and thereafter dealt sensitively
and professionally with all as she carried out her work
as editor. Thanks are due to publishers Gary Lester
and Ally Peltier of MWA Books, both of whom worked
hard to guide the business end of the project as well
as give birth to the finished product, while also
performing other duties as members of our board.
Finally we thank copy editor Steve Rossman, intern
and editorial assistant Megan Franey, and also our
cover artist and book designer Lauren Manoy.

You may be reading this President’s Letter at
the Maryland Writers Conference on April 2,
2011 at the University of Baltimore. By the
time you read this you will probably already
know the name of our Conference Chair,
David Placher, who was new to leadership
yet had the vision to bring our conference to
this fine academic institution in Baltimore

City. Also known as King of the Conference Call,
Blackberry and ToDo List, David managed to herd all
of the energetic cats who dedicated themselves to
making this year’s event a success. As I write this
letter, our list of volunteers is not yet complete (so
please don’t feel slighted if I’ve omitted your name),
but several individuals involved in planning stand out.
In reverse alphabetic order they’re Shanna Yetman,
our academic community liaison; Lanita Preston, in
charge of recruiting agents, editors and publishers;
Sonia Linebaugh, who not only organized the Awards
Reception but also took over responsibility for dealing
with our caterer; Gail Johnson, who wore many hats
and restored calm in the face of chaos through use of
her trusty spreadsheets; Monica James, in charge of
bags, swag and sponsors; and Kay Chilcote, our
volunteer and vendor coordinator. I’d like to add a
personal thank you to Jonathan Shorr, Director of
University of Baltimore’s School of Communication
Design, who provided support as we approached
conference day and organized UB’s production of our
lovely conference program booklet, and also UB Sales
and Marketing Manager Jean DeVito, who was kind to
us throughout and cheerfully accommodated our
various needs.

Before signing off, I want to thank Sonia Linebaugh
once again. The Short Works and Novel contests she
supervised this year were, once again, a great
success. She went about this work quietly and without
drama -- just exhibiting her own brand of calm
professionalism. Consequently, MWA’s awards
continue to reflect the commitment to high standards
that all of us have come to expect. It is a pleasure to
serve with her on this board, and it remains a pleasure
to follow in her footsteps as President.

President's Message
by Nicole Schultheis, MWA President 2010-2012
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The Baltimore Chapter continues to have

a banner year. The March meeting will

feature noted science fiction

author A. C. Crispin. Ms.

Crispin, whose latest

novel, Pirates of the

Carribbean: the Price

of Freedom, will be
published in May, will

speak on behalf of

Writer Beware!, a
watchdog organization

protecting writers from

scam artists posing as

publishers, agents, and or editors.

The April meeting will gather poets from

the new Maryland Writers' Association

anthology, Life in Me Like

Grass on Fire. The meeting

will be held in conjunction

with the Towson ARTS

Collective's Cruelest

Month Reading

Festival at the Towson

Library.

We meet the fourth

Monday of every month at

the Towson ARTS Collective

gallery located at 406 York Road in

Towson, next to The Greene Turtle.

If you are looking for a vibrant
group of writers, then join the
Annapolis Chapter on the second
Wednesday of each month. We
meet at Maryland Hall for the
Creative Arts, the perfect meeting
place for inspiration. Simply
entering the building gets your
creative juices flowing as you stroll
by watercolor displays, pass a
pottery class and see little
ballerinas with proud parents. Buy
a steaming cup of coffee from the
coffee shop on the first floor and
join us on the second level.

In Room 205 writers meet to
celebrate recent
accomplishments, make new
friends and learn from presenters.
In January, Iris Krasnow, seen on
every station from Fox to Oprah,
engaged writers on how to
achieve writing goals. Non-fiction
writer and documentary filmmaker
Victoria Bruce was February’s
example of outstanding local
talent. And in March, Sarah
McCollum of Capital City Books
in Richmond, Virginia taught us
about the creative process of
editing and publishing.

For two years, the Annapolis
Chapter has thrived under the
leadership of a very competent
team of officers. This spring the
leadership roles will be passed on
to other members who will
bring new energy and
ideas for this vibrant
community.

Since the beginning of the year, the Howard County Chapter has been busy increasing
attendance at its monthly meetings. Two things have helped to boost attendance.

First, the chapter has been meeting at the same place since October, which helps
people remember where to go. The staff at Sunrise Senior Living are helpful and willing
to work with the chapter on what it needs. Residents are always invited to attend our
meetings. Chapter members are always responsive to putting the room back the way it
was provided to HoCo.

Second, monthly meetings have been
given a theme. In January, the meeting was
Open Mic Night, which was a hit.
Everyone who attended enjoyed hearing all
the different talents available in the
chapter. A young girl even sang to the
attendees last time. February focused on
romance writing. As part of the festivities
of the night, a romantic product basket
was given away to a member who
attended. The speaker was lively and fun.
She engaged the audience quite well.
March's theme was Irish Night. The

speakers talked about real crime and fictional crime. Irish-themed prizes were given for
each correct trivia question and a bag of Irish goodies was the big door prize.

In April, the theme is Sci-Fi and Fantasy. A door prize will be awarded. Members can
expect another Open Mic Night in May. However, the books, short stories, poems,
etc. will have to have something to do with spring. A door prize also will be related to
spring.

Howard County looks forward to the next few months and the next year. The chapter
is growing and attendance is on the rise.

Annapolis Chapter

by Leslie Payne,
Chapter Secretary

Howard County Chapter
by Louise Harris, Chapter President

Baltimore Chapter
by Gary Lester, Chapter President

# # #
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Creative Writing/Member News

Tom sat in the park, reading his
newspaper, when underneath its
bottom edge he saw four little canine
paws go padding by. He turned calmly
to the sports section, but then glimpsed
six metal legs clatter by. He slowly lifted
his paper and peered underneath.

Just past the bench, the little dog was
strutting down the paved path, but
behind him, holding the leash, walked a
three-foot tall concoction of metal
levers, gears and wires. Tom stared
after it, but then a camera on top of it
whipped around and glared at him. He
started carefully sliding towards the
edge of the bench farthest away from it.

While the dog strained impatiently at its
leash, the metal thing pirouetted around
to face him. On the front of its metal
chest was a display screen that
displayed an ad for “Acme Walk-o-
matic,” with a web site and phone
number listed.

After Tom and the walk-o-matic sized
each other up for a moment, the thing
whipped back around and continued
down the path. Tom shook his head and
picked up his paper again.

by Pete Koziar

Intersection
by Pete Koziar

He crosses himself when hearse passes

She wouldn't even have noticed him

While she was alive, random stranger

Perhaps wonders who transits through tunnel

While flowers pursue caricature of parade

In slow fall down neighborhood street

Through rectangular hole into forever

Would you like to see your poem, short-short story, or essay
in Pen in Hand?

Our ideal is to match Pen in Hand to the needs and interests of MWA
members.With your help, each issue approaches that ideal a little more closely!

Submissions should be in unformatted text and included in the body of an e-mail
message. Please include a brief bio. If line art or halftones will accompany your
submission, please specify that in your e-mail and the editor will provide
formatting guidelines. include "PIH" in the e-mail subject line and send to Paul
Lagasse at peninhand@marylandwriters.org.
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MWA member Pat Valdata’s
first book-length collection of
poetry, Inherent Vice, is
forthcoming in March from
Pecan Grove Press (San
Antonio, TX). From the
publisher’s notes: “Inherent
Vice takes its title from the
property of objects to decay,
to deteriorate, whether these
objects are man-made or
natural, human or not. From
the title poem to 'Hawk
Mountain, September,' which
ends the book with its
eloquent evocation of birth
and growth, we are treated to
Valdata’s empathy with growing things and with, often, her sly
and appealing wit.” Copies will be for sale at the 2011 Maryland
Writers' Conference, April 2 at the University of Baltimore.

Passerby

Pete Koziar is a published author of several
poems, a short story, and the novel
Dauntless Homecoming. He also leads a
Messianic Congregation and works as a
principal research scientist. He has been
married over 30 years, and lives with his wife
and two attitude-enhanced small dogs in
their home in Maryland. He has one son
serving in the U.S. Marine Corps.

# # #



by Craig Collins-Young

Nothing Significant

I.
A man, consecrated by tattered puce
and various noms de plume, wanders
on swollen feet, with a tongue ruptured in tones
of elderberry, looking to fornicate with the sooted
streams of electric lights rising sonorously
above park benches, hued in saffron melancholy.

II.
A woman awaits unkempt platitudes,
or abstract portraits of wormwood, wilting in mandibles
crestfallen under the uncouth oxidation of cities
and the syncopation of liars.

III.
A bench, a curio of various penal slang
scriptures, considers its reflection in the lapping dirge
of a kerosene rainbow’s trembling color.

For Sayed

by Janice Lynch Schuster
January 30, 2011

When I stumbled on 18th Street
Sayed lifted me to my feet. We laughed.
What friends do for each other—
The dusting off, the standing upright.
We shared our trivial lives—teenagers driving,
University admissions, vagaries of long marriage,
Our improbable friendship, that we had met
At all, bellydancing on a Tunisian dance floor.
With revolution in the region,
Police bearing down on crowds,
I wonder where Sayed is,
Blocked from the rest of us.
I like to imagine that he is dancing, still,
That we are holding each other up.
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Craig Collins-Young is a writer and Web editor in Washington,
D.C. He’s lived on the East Coast most of his life, with one
sojourn in Limerick, Ireland, to study Gaelic and Irish literature
at the University of Limerick, where he was one of three
recipients of the 2001 Mary Immaculate College Poetry Prize.
Upon his return to the U.S., he co-edited and published
volumes one and two of Ambit: A Journal of Poetry, and
received his M.A. in creative writing from Johns Hopkins
University. His publications include Underground Voices, The
Grub Street, Riverbabble, and PennUnion. When not writing,
he enjoys strong drink at cash-only bars, unintentional
photography, and ruminating on the loss of his appendix.

# # #
Janice Lynch Schuster's work has been recently
published or is forthcoming in Poet Lore and The
Broadkill Review. Her essays often appear in The
Washington Post and Washingtonian Magazine.
She is a resident of Riva.

To Life

by Susan Kleinberg
I courted him with Jazz, and a bubbling optimism born of a life of safety and comfort.
He courted me with politics, the intensity of his angst and e.e. cummings.
But oh, were we a pair.

There was a tension to our lives, each pulling the other toward a center,
one that could hold the competing passions and needs and demands of our lives, our work, our needs.

When we clashed, it was often this tension, externalized and trivialized into a fight over mistaken assumptions, chores undone, schedules conflicting.
But under the surface, bubbling over into the mundane was an unsettled sense of uncertainty, fear of failure on his part, fear of lost love on mine.

When we were in sync, we danced and made love to a rhythm of our own, joined by a pastoral suite by Vivaldi.
Our eyeglasses sometimes clinked during a spontaneous kiss, a reaching out toward each other. We were, at times, the “love klutzes.”

We found pleasure in lying side by side on beaches, or holding hands in hazy jazz clubs.
We punned incessantly and while I knew my love of words came from my dad, I often let him take credit for creating the punster in me.

He loved us with an abiding passion, fueled by the lack of love in his own past.
I loved him with a deep ease, born of trust in the complete giving of myself without a fatal loss.

Our love nourished our family, and as I watch our children, our grandchildren, the extended family created from our own being, he is with me and
with us all.

Tomorrow is the beginning of Chanukah, the ritual lighting of the candles to symbolize the miracle of the survival of the Maccabees and the
rededication of the temple. I will join our family Sunday to celebrate the ritual, a new child added to the fold this year, the first Ben will never have
known.

So today I sit a moment in silence, looking at my grandson’s photograph beside Ben’s and introduce them to each other.

# # #



Washington Independent

Review of Books Launches
by Tom Glenn

A bustling new enterprise will tell you about the
best of the newest books as they are published.
The Washington Independent Review of Books
(washingtonindependentreviewofbooks.com)
startedoperations in January. It offers new reviews
at least three times a week and publishes special
features— Q&A’s with authors, essays on book
topics, and podcasts of interviews. Among its
supporters are leading Washington writers like
Alice McDermott, George Pelecanos, Kitty Kelley,
Marie Arana, and James Swanson. And it is
affiliated with the Writer's Center and Politics &
Prose. A handsome site brimming with
enthusiasm, it’s worth your time.
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MWA member Sue Ellen Thompson will be
offering the following workshops through The
Writer's Center:

• Saturday, March 26, at TheWriters' Center,
Bethesda: "A Crash Course on Prosody,"
1-5 p.m.

• Saturday, May 14, at Maryland Hall in
Annapolis: "The Magic of Metaphor," 1-4
p.m.

• Saturday, May 21, at Maryland Hall in
Annapolis: "The Mystery of Line Breaks,"
1-4 p.m.

To register or for more information, visit The
Writers' Center website at www.writer.org or call
301-654-8664.

The Maryland Writers' Association is funded by an 
operating grant from the Maryland State Arts Council, an 

agency dedicated to cultivating a vibrant cultural 
community where the arts thrive.

Funding for the Maryland State Arts Council is also 
provided by the National Endowment for the Arts, a 

federal agency.


