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MARYLAND WRITERS’ A SSOCIATION

The President’s Message
by Ann Arbaugh
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JULY-AUGUST B OARD MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
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Work in Progress:
by Jill Earl

Writing for the Voice

former missionary and over six years with no signs
student, who returned to his of stopping. And for those
hometown to start and without Internet access,
maintain a Christian campus the drama is broadcast by
group. James encounters oldradio in Washington State,
and new acquaintances, be- Oregon and North Carolina,

begins with writers

gathering to discuss
characters, develop plots,
and be assigned episodes.
Next, editors clean up the

drafts, eliminating extrane- friends students, and settles

ous material. Then, with
final scripts in hand, voice
artists assemble for a full
day of recording episodes,
usually with lunch kicked in.
Finally, sound engineers
seamlessly lay down the

back into life in the ice-
cream-crazy town of Pro-
gress.

The WIP staff of writers and
editors come from varied
backgrounds and writing
talent, but for all, there’s

sound effects track, and pos! the opportunity to develop

completed episodes to the
website.
Welcome to the world of ‘A

Work in Progress’ (WIP), an staff must follow established

and expand skills in radio
scriptwriting. Everyone in-
terested in joining the

Internet radio drama created writers’ guidelines.

in 2000 as a part of
Christian Walk Alive, a lo-
cal non-profit geared
towards Christian-based
entertainment.

With a target audience aged
18 years and older, the
drama follows the

When initially assigned
scenes, the new writer is

usually paired with a current

writer, and eventually
moves on to writing more
scenes and full episodes.
‘A Work In Progress’ has
enjoyed a steady and

adventures of James Everett successful online run for

a throwback to the days
when the radio was an
entertainment mainstay in
homes everywhere. ~

A member of MWA since
May 2007, Jill Earl received
a BA in English with a writ-
ing concentration from UM
Baltimore County. She’s
been a writer/editor and
voice artist forA Work in
ProgressJill enjoys reading,
cooking, traveling, the arts,
exploring local wineries,
photography and of course,
writing. She resides in
Catonsuville.

Want to know more? Hear
the latest happenings in Pro-
gress and check out

writing opportunities withA
Work in Progresst
www.aworkinprogress.org,

WHERE’'S MY E-NEWSWIRE!?!
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MWA Critique Groups
Accepting New Members

Scriptwriting Group
Genre: Any type of script
(stage, screen, etc.)
Leader: Scott Morrow
scottdmorrow@hotmail.com
Usually meets in Annapolis.

Baltimore Area Writers
Genera:

Creativel/literary nonfiction
Leader: Lauren Eisenberg Davis
autumnleaves1997@aol.com
Members from Baltimore area,
including Columbia and Essex,
meet to discuss their creative
nonfiction: essays, memaoirs,
family stories, etc.

Want a New Group?

If you'd like to form a new cri-
tique group or find out if cur-
rent groups exist that match
your interests, contact Critique
Coordinator Joya Fields.
jandjfields@aol.com

PEN IN HAND

Topics: writing or publishing tips or =
experiences that would benefit othe®
members; how-to advice for writers;"™
interviews with MWA guest :
speakers; short-short stories; poetry,
articles regarding upcoming events gf
interest to our members. "

Max words: 100 for events; 200 for
all others

Payment: Your story in print

Editing: PIH reserves the right to
edit for length, grammar and spellind
as appropriate. Publication depend$'
on timeliness, professionalism and "
space.

Submission RequirementsPut PIH
in the subject line and copy your
unformatted text into your email
message. Send it to the Pen in Hang
Editor sonialinebaugh@hotmail.comg

. . . . | |
Email submissions or questions at .

any time. -
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aves crash into

the side of the

ferry we are rid-
ing to visit my little sister
Judy. Judy doesn't live with
us anymore. Mom and Dad
gave her away. Mom says
Judy’s head is too small to
let her brain grow. Now she
lives on Staten Island in a
hospital for retarded chil-
dren.
“Look, Allyne!” | tap my
sister’s arm and point to the
green statue in the distance
“It's Lady Liberty.”
The ferry rocks back and

(&1

body lies over the ocean, my doesn’t know how to talk and
head’s hanging over the rail, | don't think she understands
| think | am going to throw  any words either. Mom chants
up, will somebody bring me Humpty Dumpty. Judy sucks

a pail...” on her sleeve and laughs. |
“Munnie!” Mom scolds, but can't tell if she thinks some-
she laughs with us. thing is funny or if she is just
The ferry docks and Dad laughing for no reason. Mom

drives to Willowbrook. We  keeps reciting nursery

sit in the waiting room of rhymes, but now she’s crying.

Judy’s building with its “Daddy,” | whisper in Dad’s

walls made of big yellow ear, “what happens if my

bricks. Mom holds Judy on brain stops growing?”

her lap like a baby even “What happened to Judy hap-
. though Judy is four years pens before a baby is born,”

old. Judy’s arms and legs areDad answers.

so long and skinny they “But what if | become re-

forth on the water. Dad says, seem to take up all of her, tarded?” | insist.
“She’s as green as you look, like the stick figure people  Dad tries to pull me onto his

girls.”
“Why do we look green,
Daddy?” | ask.

Dad starts singing, “My

Dad draws because he can't lap, but | squirm away. Two
draw real people. other families sit in the wait-
Mom strokes Judy’s hair and ing room with their hospital

talks baby talk to her. Judy children. The children are

bigger than me

but they are

empty bodies

like Judy. |

look out the window, pressing my
forehead against the glass. All |
can see are more and more build-
ings like this one, hospital homes
for thrown away children.

Lauren Eisenberg Davis has been
a member of MWA since 2006,
and was a featured speaker at the
2007 MWA Conference. She has
written a family history book,
Autumn Leavesand has pub-
lished many genealogy arti-

cles. She is currently working on
two booksBefore All Innocence
was Lost(a memoir) andExcess
Baggagsdthe story of a mother's
journey with her son).
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Maryland Writers’ Association  is looking for ways to better serve our writing community. Please choose all
answers that describe your writing and writing aspirations. We’'ll read your writing—use the margins if you
need more space.

How long have you been an MWA member? ------------- -

Circle your membership category: published writer unpublished writer

aspiring writer in the publishing business  Other

What kind of writing? Circle all that apply.
Fiction: short stories, novellas, novels, graphic novels, comics. Genre
Non-fiction: essays, newspaper articles, magazines, textbooks, technical, newsletters, biography,
autobiography, current topics, poetry; playwriting; script writing; speech writing, publisher, agent, book

designer, marketer, book store owner, other

How can MWA help you? Circle all that apply.
peer group socializing; contests; conferences; speakers who are published writers; speakers who can

help you hone your writing skills; critique groups; contacts with agents, editors, publishers; help pre-

paring to submit work to contests or publishers; writing courses; self-editing courses; networking;

opportunities to read to a live audience; mentoring; promotion ; Other (describe)

How can you help MWA'’s community of writers?

Do you have writing skills that you are willing to share? For free? Yes No For pay? Yes No

What skills?

Are you interested in being an instructor; guest speaker at MWA events; guest speaker for community

groups; mentor Other
Do you have leadership and/or organizational skills? Are you willing and able to give your time and

talent to MWA as a Board member or volunteer? Yes No Maybe

Comment:




PEN IN HAND Page 6

Respondents to the questionnaire, please tell us who you are if you want to sharelgour skil

Name Phone

Email address

Comments

Tear off this page, fold it on the dotted linesysur personal information doesn’t show, add filsss postage, tape and mail. Re-
sults will be published in the next issueR#n in Hand
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Creative Writing by Gary Lester

moment or an eon, | could not My heart leapt, | was over-  betrayed your servant. The evil
stood facing the moon, tell. But the moon was swal- joyed. The victory was com- that you have defeated has poi-
awaiting my fate. To mylowed by the evil. plete. The moon shone in all itSoned you.”

_ right stood the shaman. ge though it was mid- glory. My rant was stopped by a soft
It_ will be he who interprets the summer, | shivered. | heard a The shaman walked in front oftouch from the shaman. He
signs of the heavens and makg;igh from the shaman. It was amie. “My child,” he said. My  placed his hands on my head. |
the final determination of My it he knew what the heavens eyes found his. awaited as he prepared to speak
doom. foretold, but felt the burden of «ajas for the signs this night, the final, fatal doom.

It was the moon that kept my announcing the news. as great as their portent, they “You must,” he said. His voice
attention. That which | needed| ¢, neq my eyes to the hole  cannot release you from your was laden with sorrow. “You
to focus upon. There could be \here once was the moon. At destiny.” must write an article for Pen in
no distractions. first, | thought my eyes were v heart fell, my knees buck- Hand."~

While watching, I noticed dark-playing tricks. A small spot of |o4 and | felllupon them. | cov-Gary Lester acts as MWA

ness to one side. To my horrorlight began to reveal itself fromg ¢ my face with my hands. treasurer when he’s not writing
the blackness spread. | stood the darkened hulk. The spot  «5 heinous moon you have  science fiction. Hmm.

transfixed. Whether it was onegrew into a crescent.
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Please. Renew your MWA

membership today!

Your expiration date is on the address label.

PO Box 142
Annapolis, MD 21404
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MWA Events o
"# >1 ",,C
E$< 55 C< 55 C
MWA Meets Second & 6 0 ,6 é ..5?5
Wednesday of each Month '
7:30-9:30pm, unless noted | ( &(
WHERE Chesapeake Arts Center, 194 8
Hammonds Lane, Brooklyn Park
&(
October 10 0 &
Steve Lubs, writer & | R S
November 14 - '
Deborah Stone
free-lance writer, columnist for the MWAB (Baltimore Chapter)
Baltimore Examiner  \1a6ts Fourth Monday of each Month
_ December 12 7:00-8:30pm, unless noted
Daniel Stevens, tax attorney
: September 24
( All MWA & MWAB Meetings WHERE Waterfront Hotel, 1710 Thames Street,
% are open to writers and those . .
& interested in writing . Fells Point Baltimore
B 0 % ~=

I Always FREEto MWA members. Free
for first-time non-members; $5 for
subsequent attendance.

WHAT: “The Publishing Matrix” Gregg Wilhelm
of CityLit tells all about publishing power and
answers your questions.

Bring money for great fries & other good food.



